Evidence for phosphatidylinositol anchorage of opioid binding proteins in rat brain.
Treatment of rat brain sections and of thalamic and striatal membranes with phosphatidylinositol phospholipase C (PIPLC), an enzyme known to hydrolyse only phosphatidylinositol and its derivatives, significantly alters the specific binding of mu- and delta-opioid ligands on their receptors. These results suggest that some opioid binding proteins are membrane-anchored by a glycosylphosphatidylinositol (GPI) linkage.